
Pastoral Reflection: 3rd Sunday of Lent (John 2, 13-25) 

 

Strong Faith 

 

Each time and each culture has its reasons to believe. In the past, philosophers 

asserted God's existence and reasonable nature of faith. Today, psychologists 

propose faith as a means to mental health and personal fulfillment. We Christians 

want faith to fit into life, answer our questions, and give us comfort, assurance, 

strength . . . 

But what happens when faith causes scandal? How do people react when people 

of faith commit unreasonable acts? On a typical day during business hours, Jesus 

overturned a marketplace in a very unreasonable manner. And through his rage, 

he revealed himself as the Messiah. 

 

God gives us signs as anchors of faith. But, at some point, we must trust the Lord 

enough to cut ourselves from our anchors and allow him to guide us through 

rough currents. Like a deep and abiding love, this is trust that simply runs out of 

reasons. 

Faith will always cause scandal. Do we waver in the face of scandal? Or, do we 

redouble our efforts in faith? In the end, a faith that survives scandal is the 

toughest faith of all. 

 

 


